
LIBRARY RESEARCH PAPER PLANNER 

copy and use as often as necessary to help you plan your research approach

IDENTIFY RESOURCES     GATHER      READ/SKIM      ANALYZE/EVALUATE    CHECK-OUT/COPY    USE

DUE DATE: 


INTERIM DUE DATES:    draft _______    working bibliography: _____  other:  


COURSE:


ASSIGNMENT/THESIS STATEMENT:


Figure out a reasonable TIMELINE for your project! Use ISU Library’s ASSIGNMENT CALCULATOR: http://library.indstate.edu/tools/calc/   For even more help, visit http://core.lib.purdue.edu/. Use Guest anonymous login. Click on Plan Your Project and go through Tutorial to the Plan Your Timeline and Your Timeline sections. 
	Type of assignment/project: ( research paper     ( speech    ( some very specific info like statistics                      ( other: 




	Length:  number of page, minutes, etc.: 





	If specified by professor, how many of what kinds of library materials:

	____ general books = Library Catalog

____ reference sources (print=Online Catalog; online=Library Home Page  (  More Resources (        Online Reference Books)    

____ magazine articles = Ebscohost, ProQuest, or LexisNexis Academic)    


	____ journal articles = ProQuest, LexisNexis Academic, Ebscohost or subject-specific journal indexes   

____ newspaper articles = LexisNexis Academic or ProQuest or other newspaper-specific indexes         

____ Internet = Library Homepage's [1] Research Help ( Tutorials & Research Guides; [2] More Resources ( Internet Quick Links    


Other: 


For each source you use, generate a list of terms you are going to enter as subject and/or keyword. Print/email out your results.  Internet-based materials usually include print, download and/or email options.

Step 1:  Books =  Library Catalog  [http://fusion.indstate.edu]
Term:
 Results (quantity): 


Term:
 Results (quantity): 


Notes: 



Step 2:  Ebscohost: multiple databases; start with Academic Search Premier]: 


Term:
 Results (quantity): 


Term:
 Results (quantity): 


Notes: 



Step 3: ProQuest: search all databases or choose; general database = Interdisciplinary – Research Library
Term: ________________________________________ Results (quantity): 

Term:
 Results (quantity): 


Notes: 



Step 4:  LexisNexis Academic >> News categories: 


Term:
 Results (quantity): 


Term:
 Results (quantity): 


Notes: 



Step 5:  Specialized Index [choose from Electronic Resources’ Subject Databases [blue box] or Alphabetical  listings [following search boxes]: 


Term:
 Results (quantity): 


Term:
 Results (quantity): 


Notes: 



Getting Help in Using the Indiana State University Library
Library Tutorials http://library.indstate.edu/tools/tutorials/  & Library Research Guides:  http://library.indstate.edu/about/units/instruction/helpdx.html 
· Includes help with the online catalog, specific subject areas with both library and Internet resources
Requesting Materials Not Held by ISU Library = Interlibrary Loan:  From the Home Page, click on Research Help ( Interlibrary Loan, [direct url:  http://library.indstate.edu/about/units/ill/ill.html   

· Set-up your ILLiad interlibrary loan account. Fill out and submit. ILLiad also available via direct link most Electronic Resources’ databases. Allow at least 7-14 working days for requests to be (hopefully) filled

Reference Desk (Main Floor, Cunningham Memorial Library) -- (812) 237-2580) or Reference Live Chat http://library.indstate.edu/tools/reflive.html  or Email a Librarian email service http://library.indstate.edu/tools/questions/ 
· Provides assistance in using library resources, including Library databases and Internet; assists with reference and research questions

· Provides library support to ISU students enrolled in distance education courses – see http://library.indstate.edu/services/distance/ 
· Provides formal instructional sessions to class groups, tailoring instruction to specific assignments/student needs (for scheduling, call (812) 237-2604 or e-mail barbara.austin@indstate.edu).

· Provides individualized and small-group instruction by appointment to all library users desiring more information about using the library

· Offers workshops on library research and Internet applications.
Information Rack (Main Floor, Cunningham Memorial Library)

· Free instructional/informational handouts and brochures on a wide range of library services and collections

Circulation (Main Floor, Cunningham Memorial Library) -- (812) 237-2541) 

· Go to Services ( Lending Services or http://library.indstate.edu/about/units/circ/   for information and online forms for various services
· Provides materials check-out/check-in; includes reserve desk and Interlibrary loan (libill@isugw.indstate.edu)

· Handles questions specific to check-out policies, e.g. renewals, recalls, overdues, etc.
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